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SUBJECT: ISRAELI ARCHAEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 
IN SINAI 

1. WHEN MEETING WITH FAHMY TODAY, HE GAVE ME AN 
INFORMAL PAPER INDICATING EGYPTIAN CONCERN OVER ISRAELI 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS IN SINAI SINCE 1967. 

2. NOTING THAT ISRAELI AUTHORITIES HAVE DEMONSTRATED 
GROWING INTEREST IN SUCH EXCAVATIONS, FAHMY SAID THEY ARE 
NOW UNDERTAKING FURTHER EXCAVATIONS IN THE TAL EL-HIMERE 
AND ZARANEEK AREA OF SHIEKH ZUWADE. EGYPTIAN REPORTS 
INDICATE THAT PURPOSE OF THESE ISRAELI EXCAVATIONS IS 

A BELIEF THAT THE AREA MAY CONTAIN JEWISH ARTIFACTS THAT 
WOULD PROVE A PAST JEWISH OCCUPATION OF THE AREA PRIOR 
TO THE ARABAS. 

2. FAHMY WISHED TO REGISTER GOE DISAPPROVAL OF SUCH 
ISRAELI ARCHAEOLOGICALACTIVITIES IN OCCUPIED EGYPTIAN 
TERRITORY. 
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